Sister Cities of Nashville

Student Ambassador Exchange Program

High School Exchange and Home Stay

Sister Cities of Nashville, founded in 1990, is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the promotion of global understanding through educational, professional and cultural exchanges. Originally founded by the Nashville Mayor’s office, Sister Cities of Nashville was incorporated as a 501(C) not-for-profit corporation in December 1990 by a dedicated group of Nashville business people, teachers and volunteers. SCN is a membership organization led by a community board of directors with Mayor Karl Dean as the Honorary Chairman.

SCN Student Exchange objectives:
· Intercultural knowledge and relationship building

· Global awareness

· Personal values and language skills

· Focus on communities, service and commitment 

By participating in the SCN Student exchange program, students will: 
· become an international ambassador for Nashville in your chosen Sister City,

· learn about your host country, its people, culture and language,

· develop skills to deal with future challenges, independence and self-awareness,

· expand their interests and experiences

· build friendships that last a lifetime

· respect the customs, economic differences, lifestyle and daily routine of the host country and family
1.

What is provided by SCN Student Exchange Program: 
· Placement in a carefully selected host family, room and board included

· Pre-departure orientation information
· Travel and on-site chaperone-liaison
· Support of a local representative

· Roundtrip airport transfers to and from host family residence

· Supervision during the exchange program abroad

What SCN’s Program does not include:
· International and domestic airfare to and from the host country (limited financial aid is available – contact director@scnashville.org)
· Public transportation to student selected activities and entertainment

· Entertainment and incidental costs incurred by the student

· Long distance telephone (Students are urged to purchase a phone card in

their host country.)

· SCN student exchange fee $250.00
What is expected of the Student as a member of the host family:
· Act as a student ambassador for the city of Nashville respecting the culture, customs and habits of host family members
· 2 years of host country foreign language (1 with teacher recommendation).  The foreign language requirement is exempt for students traveling to Korea.
· Participate in family activities, dinners, and outings with host family
· Help with household chores with host family 

· Share culture, language and life experiences with household members

· Abide by host family rules, local laws and customs and those of your country of residence
· Attend host country high school classes 

PROGRAM FEES AND REQUIREMENTS 
Students must complete an SCN Student Exchange Application Form by March 15, 2012.
$250.00 Student application and processing fee which includes a family membership to Sister Cities of Nashville. 

Fee must accompany completed application, signed parental consent form Sister Cities Disclaimer form and letter of recommendation from language teacher.  Application fee is refundable until March 15.   After this deadline, the application fee is forfeited. 
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INDICATE PROGRAM 





□ Caen, France 





□ Magdeburg, Germany 





□ Gwangjin Gu, South Korea 
□ Mendoza, Argentina 
A. General Information

Name______________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________

City_______________________ State_______________ Zip __________

Country_____________________________________________________
Date of Birth_________________________________________________
Home Phone________________________________________________
E-Mail address (please print clearly)______________________________
School _____________________________________________________
School Address______________________________________________
Foreign Language Studied and Level_____________________________
Foreign Language Teacher_____________________________________
Parents or Guardian Name_____________________________________
Parent E-mail________________________________________________

Mother’s Work #__________________Father’s Work #_______________

Number of brothers and sisters and their ages_____________________​​_
3.
B.  Personal Interests, Habits and Preferences 

In even the most compatible family situations, the daily requirements of sharing and cooperating can be difficult. Cultural differences can add to this difficulty. Please answer the following questions to aid in your host family placement.

1. Interests

a. What do you do in your free time? _______________________________________________________​​_
b.  Sports (specify) ___________________________________________
c.  Outdoor activities (specify) ___________________________________
d.  Indoor activities (specify) ____________________________________
e.  Other____________________________________________________
2. Personal Habits and Preferences

a. Do you object if your host family has a pet? _______If yes, please explain_________________________________________________.

b. Do you smoke? ____________ Do you object if a member of your host family smokes? ______________

c. Do you follow a special diet? (Vegetarian, kosher, etc.)__________ if yes, please describe______________________________________
d.   Could you adapt your diet to fit in with the regular eating habits of your hosts? ______________________________________________

e. Do you have any allergies? _______ If yes, what kind ___________ ________________________________________________________
f. Is it important to you to be able to attend religious services of your own denomination while you are abroad? If yes, what denomination?

g. Do you object to participating in the daily chores of your host family? (Dinner preparation and clean-up, laundry, cleaning your room, etc.)

Yes ____________
No_____________

h. Additional information that would be helpful in placing you with a host family? What else would you like others to know about you?


     ________________________________________________________

4.  

C. International Experience

1. If you have lived, studied or traveled abroad please describe your experiences; specify countries visited, purpose of travel, dates and name of program if any.__________________________________________________
2. What language is spoken at home? _________________________

3. Foreign languages spoken and/or understood and number of years studying? ______________________________________________

D. Current School Curriculum

1. List the subject and levels which you are currently studying.


_____________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________

2. Which subjects do you find most interesting? _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
3.  Least interesting? _____________________________________________________
4.  What particular subject area would you like to learn more about while abroad? Please describe. _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
E. Overseas Medical Coverage (Insurance), please name insurer and policy number: _____________________________________________
F.
Personal Statement – Please attach a paragraph or two describing yourself to help us match you with your host family.  Include why you are interested in this exchange program and what you hope to gain from it.
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STUDENT AGREEMENT AND PARENTAL CONSENT FORM

As a Sister Cities of Nashville Foreign Exchange Student I agree to follow and obey local laws, rules, school regulations and guidelines established by the host family. As a student I understand and respect my responsibilities as a student ambassador for my school, my city and Sister Cities of Nashville.

Signed___________________________________________________

Print Name________________________________________________

Date____________________
Parent or Legal Guardian

I __________________________________give my permission for  my 

_____________________________to participate in The Sister Cities of 

Nashville Student Exchange Program.

Signed_____________________________________________________
Date____________________
Return to Sister Cities of Nashville, PO Box 120555, Nashville, TN  32712
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